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As an American with close Japanese family,
I have recently been lucky enough to spend
an extended period living and studying in
Tokyo and Kobe. As part of my trip, I was
ecstatic to have the opportunity to join the
Hyogo Association of Architectural Firms on
their November trip to Takehara, Hiroshima,
and Miyajima.
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We left Kobe Station by bus early the morning
of November 15. Two travel guides came
with us to guide the trip, and were absolutely
delightful from the moment the bus left the
station they encouraged our excitement and
made sure we were always enjoying ourselves.
The bus ride felt like a good-humored road trip,
and I couldn’t help admiring the camaraderie
of the Hyogo Association. Everyone was
also incredibly friendly and welcoming to me
throughout the entire trip, which I appreciated
more than I can say.
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An American in Japan: Travels in Hiroshima
Prefecture with the Hyogo Association
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by Stephanie Cavagnaro-Wong
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The bus ride took us through cloud-capped
mountains. After stopping for a delicious,
multi-course lunch, our first sightseeing
destination was the city of Takehara. Long-
famous for its salt and sake, Takehara has
a historic district filled with buildings that
are two to three zum
hundred years ;
old. Our walking
tour took us
through a well- |
preserved house,
where we sat on
the floor by the
table and felt
the breeze from
the back garden
tease through
the curtains, and
imagined what
it would be like
to live there. On




display were artifacts such as an old Japanese
guitar, a loom, and some of the equipment
that used to be used in the salt manufacture.
We even got to try some delicious fresh
Takehara salt.
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The historic streets wound past an ancient
sake-refining plant, an old kimono shop, and
the first post office in Takehara. A statue
of Confucius overlooked a canal meant to
transport great blocks of salt to Tokyo and
Osaka. The fall colors in the trees were just
coming out against the crisp blue November
sky, bringing out the rich depth of browns and
charcoals in the ancient buildings in a vibrant
contrast. We wandered the historic district
enjoying sake gelato what a treat!
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After Takehara, we piled back on the bus,
and by late afternoon we reached Hiroshima.

This was my first time in Hiroshima. We
visited all the memorials in the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park: the A-Bomb Dome
and the Children’s Peace Monument and,
of course, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum.
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I've been staring at this page for many
minutes and I still don't know what to say
about it. But I think everyone should go.
Everyone in the world who has the means
should visit Hiroshima and should see the
museum there. So we understand, as citizens
of the world.
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I know I didn’t understand before. I'd
studied the events of 1945 in history class, of
course, and even in the United States, there
are many people who speak passionately
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about the horror my government caused. But
despite having studied it, I didn't understand.
Not until I saw the museum in Hiroshima. Not
until I stood in the city and looked around me.

CNETDREAEDD > TOED 1= EICRTE
FLIco ©BBA. FhldF. PXUALTELDEFIC
1946FEDYHFKFAFVE Lico PXUABRFHI RS
LICRALOWEFBICOOTERDICEITAEIZL<ZA
WELI LAL, BRLIZICEDDDET. ph >
TORD2I=DTY . LWEDEHEZGHNEE T &F
o LEDHICITS, FHhYZREITET AL
Do TOBD 2IZDTY,

Visiting Hiroshima affected me. The
experience wrecked me, deeply, in a way I've
rarely felt. I can only reiterate that I think
everyone in the world should go, to see and
understand. Especially our world leaders.
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Being with the Hyogo Association, however,
I also got to see what a delightful and vibrant
city Hiroshima is in the modern day. That
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night was a ten-course oyster banquet of
a sort I'd never experienced. Every type of

oyster in every possible method of mouth-
watering delicacy was placed before us.
Since I couldn’t understand Japanese, the
servers explained to me how to eat each dish
with exaggerated hand motions that had us
all in stitches with laughter. And afterward,
even though we were all full to bursting, we
stopped to sit down for some Hiroshima-yaki
and get a taste of the favorite fried food of the
City.
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The next day, we departed Hiroshima
early in the morning for our final tourist
destination: Miyajima. I was quite excited,
as I'd read how beautiful it was, but the
island exceeded my expectations. We came
in by ferry, the famous floating torii gate
rising from the water to greet us, but the
scenery was even more spectacular once
we disembarked. The Istukushima shrine
sprawled over the receding tide, a brilliant
orange-gold against the blue sea and sky
as water lapped below us and the torii gate
framed our view of the world. The air felt
brilliantly crisp and the streams brilliantly
clear, like Miyajima was a land separate from
the rest of the world. Everywhere on the
island, wild deer meandered through the
visitors, so tame they would come right up
to any human being without fear. One even
tried to steal and eat the souvenirs one of our
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party had bought!
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We ferried back to the bus, and after

stopping for one more lavish meal, we
returned to Kobe right on time Monday
evening. I am greatly indebted to the Hyogo
Association of Architectural Firms for inviting
me to join their trip and welcoming me with
such warmth and hospitality. I am already
recommending to all of my friends here in
Japan that they, too, take a similar journey
into Hiroshima Prefecture and seek out these
amazing, affecting experiences.
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